
 
Candidate Questionnaire 

An Initiative of the Bastrop Chamber of Commerce 
 
 

  ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 Name (last, first, middle)                                                                    Preferred name  
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 Which office are you seeking?                                                           # of years in the community 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 Address                                                                                     City                         State                  Zip 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 Campaign Website                                                                             Campaign Facebook      
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 Cell phone                                       Campaign phone                                  Campaign Email  

 
 Preferred means of communication:          Email          Phone          Mail         Text 

 
 
Why, in your opinion, are you qualified for this office?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please highlight your experiences and accomplishments that you feel have equipped you to serve in an 
elected capacity: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List your involvement with community organizations over the last 24 months:   
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Please rank what you feel are the top 3 campaign issues, explaining your position and why 
 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional comments:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are your suggestions to increase voter turnout? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 Electronic Signature                                                                                                              Date 
 

 
 

Send to: Bastrop Chamber of Commerce 
  927 Main Street 
  Bastrop, TX  78602 
  phone: (512) 303-0558 / email: info@bastropchamber.com 
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	untitled8: 
	untitled9: 
	untitled10: 
	untitled11: Off
	untitled12: Off
	untitled13: Off
	untitled14: Off
	untitled15: I believe I am qualified for Bastrop ISD School Board Trustee Place 2 because my years of service and leadership in the community, specifically the school community, have prepared me to be a voice for our community when it comes to our children’s education. Over the past year we have faced a pandemic, numerous social justice and race issues, and a winter storm which has severely impacted economically disadvantaged families and communities. Bastrop ISD is comprised of nearly 70% economically disadvantaged students which will grow as more families move further east due to the rising costs of living in the Austin area. For 10 years my nonprofit organization, DJ Bling Foundation, has served economically disadvantaged students and their families in Bastrop, Austin, and surrounding areas. My knowledge of working with disadvantaged communities will help Bastrop ISD bridge the gaps and inequities in our district so that every student has the opportunity and resources to attain and maintain academic success. I believe my experience, leardership, and service makes me the right candidate.
	untitled16: As a veteran of the U.S Marine Corps I have been trained in leadership and decision making. In 2013 I founded DJ Bling Foundation have worked with city leaders in Austin, school district leaders, law enforcement, first responders, and other organization leaders to help provide educational resources and other programming to students in Central Texas. My experience managing large budgets, building community partnerships, and bringing community together for the common goal of educational success for our students has equipped me to serve at the pleasure of the people in an elected capacity. 
	untitled17: Over the last 24 months and beyond I have lead DJ Bling Foundation which provides free educational resources. I have partnered with community organizations such as St. David’s Foundation, Measure, Hearts 2 Heal, Capitol View Arts, and others to also provide educational rsources and COVID relief to disadvantaged families who have been impacted by COVID-19. I also partnered with the Family Advancement Mentoring Education Resource Center in Bastrop to provide a learning pod for virtual learning for Bastrop ISD students and also provide free mental health counseling for students who have felt the strain of the pandemic. In addition, I have also worked with the City of Austin Economic Development Department, Austin Police Department, Austin Fire Department, Austin Transportation Department, Austin Public Health, Huston-Tilotson University, University of Texas, Austin Community College, Texas Parks and Wildlife, and various businesses to also provide educational resources to students. My ability to bring organizations and the city together to help Bastrop ISD students will be a much needed asset in the coming months and years as we recover from the impacts of the pandemic. 
	untitled18: COVID-19 Pandemic Recovery. During the past year the pandemic along with virtual learning struggles have caused many of our students to fall behind. A recent report by KVUE states that many of the districts in Central Texas report massive numbers of failing students right now with Bastrop ISD leading the way at 48%. As trustee, I will advocate for all of our students recovery efforts and ensure they have every resource they need to get back to a standard of excellence. I will also ensure our district has policies in place to protect the health, mental health, and safety of our students, teachers, and all of our staff as this pandemic continues. 
	untitled19: 2021 School Bond. This election there is a proposed $184 Million school bond on the ballot. Many community members have expressed their disdain for another school bond and the cost. In my opinion after reading over the bond and hearing a detailed explanation I believe the bond is neccessary to combat some important needs of the district such as infrastructure and campus upgrades, much needed technology upgrades, and more. As trustee, I will ensure we have accountability and transperancy with these funds ensuring they are spent where absolutely needed for the benefit of our students academic success.
	untitled20: Disadvantaged Students. Bastrop ISD is comprised of 70% economically disadvantaged students. Many of our lowest performing schools are comprised of over 80% economically disadvantaged students. As the cost of living rises in Austin many more disadvantaged families are moving east toward Bastrop. As a district we have to ensure that every school in our district is equipped to provide a state of the art education to every student and that every student has the resources they need to achieve academic success. As trustee I will advocate and be a voice for not only economically disadvantaged students but for all students ensuring we provide them and our teachers with whatever resources they need to achive excellence.
	untitled21: 
	untitled22: Increase engagement not only during election times but year around. Also education on the political process, the various elected offices, and the different platforms of the parties or communities. 
	untitled23: 
	untitled24: 3/15/21


