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	untitled15: Prior to my time in the legislature, I served as Caldwell County Commissioner and County Judge Pro Tem. During this time I worked to improve transportation, overhaul outdated subdivision and development regulations, and promote local business development and jobs growth. My professional background includes a career in commercial construction, in which I founded and ran a mid-size construction company that was consistently ranked as one of the Austin Business Journal’s “Best Places to Work” and “Fast 50” list of the fastest-growing companies in Central Texas. I am a Captain in the Texas State Guard, avid pilot, and husband. I am proud to be endorsed by the Texas Municipal Police Association, Texas State Teachers Association, Texas Medical Association, Texas Farm Bureau, Texas Wildlife Association and the Game Warden Peace Officers Association.
	untitled16: During my time in the Texas House, I have passed major legislation that positively affects all Texans by forming strong and lasting relationships with a diverse group of colleagues, stakeholders, and policy experts. In my first term, I was able to pass a statewide bill that protects local groundwater through landmark new protections. This past session I led the effort in the House to pass a constitutional amendment to provide a long-term funding solution for Texas state parks and historical sites using existing revenue. I am also extremely proud of facilitating the team effort by a citizens committee, Texas A&M Forest Service, Austin Fire Department, and representatives of Austin-Bergstrom International Airport to establish an air tanker base to better combat wildfires. The tanker base represents a monumental advancement in wildfire preparedness for our region. We are better prepared today than ever before to manage wildfire emergencies and protect the lives and property of our families and communities.
	untitled17: I have proudly supported our Education Foundations across the House District by participating in and contributing to fundraisers to help fulfill their missions. Back home in Lockhart, I had the opportunity to be a founding board member for the Lockhart ISD Foundation. I am also an active member of the Chambers of Commerce across the House District and regularly participate in their fundraising and community events. Last Session, I worked with Bastrop County and New Republic Studios to pass legislation to officially designate Bastrop County as the “Film Hospitality Capital of Texas.” This deserving designation will help to encourage future film industry leaders to come to Bastrop.
	untitled18: Public EducationThe Legislature made a historic investment in public education, with over $5 billion in new funding towards improving teacher pay, classroom resources, and the retirement system. Next session we will be tasked with building upon these successes in the midst of the current pandemic and economic fallout. I am confident that we will come together as a body and work to pass effective legislation to meet these challenges.
	untitled24: 9/18/2020
	untitled19: Disaster PreparednessWe passed legislation directing the Texas Department of Emergency Management to create a catastrophic debris management plan and a Disaster Recovery Task Force to assist individuals and communities with recovery and resiliency planning. These changes, along with the wildfire event air tanker base in Austin, will provide much-needed assistance to our district which has seen more than its share of natural disasters.
	untitled20: Rural BroadbandLast session I helped pass legislation that created a governor’s broadband council, coordinated road projects with internet providers, and reformed how electric co-ops get permission to use pre-existing electrical easements to run fiber-optic cables. I have followed the work of the Governor’s Broadband Council, Operation Connectivity (a task force aimed to improve internet access for students), and the current work performed by Bastrop County Cares and Connected Nation. I look forward to continuing our work together and advocating for broadband connectivity in rural Texas.
	untitled21: I believe our first responders and law enforcement perform essential functions to maintain public safety and need our support, which is why I joined many colleagues in supporting the Texas Backs the Blue Pledge to show support for peace officers and public safety. There are also aspects of law enforcement that can be reformed to create a more fair system of justice. As Chair of the Sunset Advisory Commission, I’m committed to bringing positive improvements to the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) in the upcoming legislative session. TCOLE is one of 19 agencies under Sunset review this year, and it could not have happened at a more appropriate time. I have already begun to meet with stakeholders and my colleagues from both sides of the aisle on ways we can address certain rules governing Texas law enforcement. We have a great opportunity next session to put together a diverse coalition of lawmakers, citizens, and law enforcement to address concerns with the current system and chart a way forward that provides for the public safety and wellbeing of our peace officers and citizens.
	untitled22: I encourage all Texans to safely exercise their right to vote, and I will continue to engage voters through a broad spectrum of platforms. In addition to an extra week of early voting this year, the option to vote by mail is available for seniors, military personnel, those traveling and otherwise unable to visit a polling location. For those voters who intend to vote by mail this year, my suggestion would be to act as soon as possible, and all voters need to be mindful of important deadlines. The deadline for registering by mail to vote is (postmarked by) Monday, October 5, 2020. The deadline to register in person to vote is Monday, October 5, 2020. The deadline to request a ballot by mail is (received by) Friday, October 23, 2020. Ballots by mail must be postmarked by 7 p.m. on Election Day, November 3rd.
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