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Please rank what you feel are the top 3 campaign issues, explaining your position and why 
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Additional comments: 

What are your suggestions to increase voter turnout? 
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	untitled14: Yes
	untitled15: Our constituents are looking for candidates who are transparent, honest and authentic in their actions.  They are looking for candidates who are willing to listen to their needs and concerns, and then take that information back to council to make the best decisions for the community.  The role of a City Council Member is more than just understanding permits, ordinances, and writing policy.  It’s about connecting and engaging with our diverse mix of constituents so that the decisions that are being made, are reflective of the needs of the entire community of Bastrop.   I could say I am qualified because I serve as a Commissioner on the Planning and Zoning Committee.  I could say that I am aware of the current decisions being made on council and I am ready to hit the ground running after I am elected.  The most important qualification I possess however, is a proven history and ability to communicate, listen, and connect with people in a way that allows them to feel their issues and concerns are heard and welcomed, People appreciate open and honest conversations about what they want for the future our city and they want to know they are talking to someone who cares and will work hard to ensure their voices are contributing factors to the decisions being made on their behalf.   I think this is the most important qualification one should have to hold this office and I firmly believe the future growth and development of our city depends on the ability of our City Government to connect and listen to needs of its residents.  
	untitled16: I am a 4th generation Bastropian graduating from Bastrop High School in 1989 and my son in 2010.  I have 21 years of service with AT&T Communication’s with corresponding years of active service as a member of Communication Workers of America (CWA).  Under the umbrella of CWA I serve as a delegate for the Austin Central Labor Council.  I have a bachelors’ degree in Healthcare Administration (2016), and a master’s degree in Business Administration (2020).  I am currently in my fourth year of service as a Commissioner on the Bastrop Planning and Zoning Committee and during my time on the committee, I have played an active role in the process of establishing the city’s new building codes and review of the city’s comprehensive plan.  I have actively participated and engaged in the actions of our City Departments in the last few years and because of that engagement, I am ready to transition into a role where I can be an asset to the Bastrop community.  
	untitled17: My experience, active engagement, and participation on committees within CWA led to more active involvement and engagement in community initiatives.  I have worked with various organizations fighting for fair labor practices, worker rights, civil rights and equity, immigration reform, higher wages, social justice, and judicial reform to name a few.  In 2019 I was awarded the official Gold President's Volunteer Service Award, signed by the President of the United States (then Donald J. Trump) for completing over 400 Community Service Volunteer Hours, and I am currently a candidate to receive the award again for volunteer performance in 2020.  In addition to serving on the Planning and Zoning Committee for Bastrop, I also serve as secretary for the Bastrop Juneteenth Committee. Most recently, I helped lead the initiative to relocate two Confederate Monuments from the Bastrop County Courthouse Lawn in an effort to promote racial equality and equal justice in Bastrop County.  After our success, I was later appointed by Bastrop County Judge Paul Pape to serve as co-chair on the Monument Relocation Committee and charged with finding a new location for the structures, as well as raising the $50,000 needed to fund the project; both goals were accomplished.  
	untitled18: Growth:  Growth does not just impact downtown Bastrop.  It impacts the lives of every individual living within our communities and we should be incorporating plans for sustainable growth that is inclusive of our socio-economic diversity, providing affordable income-based housing, and broadening our civic engagement efforts in a way that increases trust, accountability, transparency, and responsiveness to our constituents.   We need to continue to seek educational and career opportunities to increase our homegrown workforce, and do a better job connecting with residents to encourage participation from our community in decision-making processes that will inevitably change the face of our community.  Keeping the historical aspects of Bastrop is important, however that focus should not inhibit our ability to responsibly adapt in positive and innovative ways to our changing environment for current and future residents.      
	untitled24: 3/23/2021
	untitled19: Infrastructure:  Like many small towns and rural communities, Bastrop will need to continue to look for ways to strengthen our soft and hard infrastructures to ensure quality of life for current and future residents.  I believe our current City Council has done a responsible job in terms of planning and implementation for improvements in our aging hard infrastructures.  Strides have been made in terms of tackling drainage challenges, establishing the new water treatment plant, and the revitalization of downtown.  These are infrastructures that will require ongoing focus as Bastrop continues to grow in terms of both population and business development.  We have to continue on a path that will prepare our city for the future growth we are anticipating, by building on local assets, and incorporating effective and efficient strategies to help us achieve growth goals.   As we continue to focus on hard infrastructures and retainment of the historical aspects we love about our city, we need to not fall short in our duties to improve and enhance our soft infrastructures such as health and wellness, and cultural and social programs that support quality of life for all ages, races, and socioeconomic circumstances.  Exploring avenues, amenities and conveniences that will create trans-generational opportunities, attract visitors, promote small business, and drive job creation, are important factors to consider for the fiscal sustainability of our community.  
	untitled20: Future Development:  Concerns over development is the biggest question I am asked to comment on in conversations with our citizens.  Many of our constituents are concerned about the increase in housing developments in comparison to the lack of projects that will add good paying jobs, and amenities; amenities many still travel outside of city limits to enjoy.   Our population is expected to reach 20,000 by the year 2040.  In anticipation of that growth, continued improvements in infrastructure and housing development will be necessary ongoing conversations for the City Government of Bastrop, but to quote a constituent, "our city cannot survive on housing development alone".  We need to find ways to make better use of our public and rural spaces, as well our natural amenities to attract new residents to Bastrop.  More residents will bring in more business investment opportunities, which will in turn will provide more job opportunities, which in turn will lower our tax rate.  We need to be innovative and forward thinking in finding ways to encourage our residents to shop locally.  We need to leverage our proximity to Austin and other surrounding cities to attract and draw in visitors outside of our community to boost our economy.  We need to promote, support, and encourage new entrepreneurship in our community.  We need to think about the changes we need to make in our processes to to attract corporate business investors and corporations that will offer our residents a decent living wage and good benefits.  These are the concerns and issues I have for our community, and the concerns of constituents I have talked to in our community.  I am committed as your next Council Member to addressing these questions and offering solutions that will collaboratively and economically meet the needs of all citizens of Bastrop.
	untitled21: I am an advocate, servant, and leader in the community, and I care about people and what they have to say.  I am at a point in life where I am ready use my voice, to give back to those in my community who desperately want a voice that represents them in local government. I have spent the last four years working towards gaining a better understanding of our local government and actively participating in the process to prepare me to serve you, and I want to make sure that the decision that are being made are representative of what constituents expect and deserve from their City Council.  I hope to earn your vote on May 1st, it will truly be an honor to serve as your Place 4 City Council representative.
	untitled22: The old fashion way, through long term planning effort’s, deep canvassing, and working with grassroots organizations to better communicate and connect with potential voters.  There is a lot of voter hesitation in our communities and substantially valid mistrust of the political system at the local and federal level.   Texas lawmakers right now are currently trying to push through a Senate Bill that would impose state felony charges for voter fraud, for mistakes made on voter registration forms.  We are having a hard enough time getting people to register and language in this bill threatens jail time for what is most likely an innocent mistake, and we saw what happened in last years presidential election as blatant efforts were made to reduce the ability of voters to cast their vote.   We should be fighting against efforts like this by lawmakers to suppress voter participation.  Building trust in the system will increase voter turnout and as a community we can do that through voter and civic education programs that will help voters better understand the voting process.  It will take better outreach, community engagement, diverse leadership, and deep canvassing and collaboration between entities in our community not party, to increase better encourage our residents to participate.
	untitled23: Cheryl E. Lee


