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	untitled15: I’m not a politician. I am a parent, an inventor, an entrepreneur, and a problem solver. I’m also a Computer Scientist with over three decades of experience developing innovative technologies. Most recently, I’ve used that knowledge to create open-source tools that have helped to register over a million voters nationwide (to date). In addition to my full-time advocacy for civil and voting rights, I am also a Co-Founder of the nonprofit voter engagement organization, Register2Vote. 
	untitled16: I have worked in the technology sector for over 30 years. I’m the current Chair of the Bastrop County Stonewall Democrats, a former Democratic Precinct Chair, an active volunteer, and vocal community organizer. I currently serve on the board for multiple non-profit organizations, and I literally built the voter registration system recommended by the Texas Secretary of State (Register2Vote.org - often referred to as “the closest thing to online voter registration available in the state of Texas”).
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	untitled18: Texas has the highest number of uninsured citizens in the US, and that number has only grown in the wake of the pandemic. This issue has to be addressed.  We must act to end the lawsuit against the Affordable Care Act, and expand Medicaid coverage via legislative action. Texans have paid billions of dollars in taxes to enable expansion for other states, while receiving none of the benefits ourselves. 
	untitled24: September 18, 2020
	untitled19: The pandemic has made it clear that affordable high speed broadband should be designated as a critical utility across the state of Texas. When elected, I will support legislation to fund the expansion of broadband network infrastructure for all the residents of District 17. 
	untitled20: Voter suppression is a long-standing problem in Texas. We need to remove barriers to voting through the implementation of: automatic, online, and same-day voter registration. We also need to repeal the voter registrar deputization laws, implement universal vote by mail, and address statewide reductions in polling locations to ensure equitable access to the polls. We should also work to eliminate gerrymandering by establishing an independent, non-partisan commission for our redistricting process. Our democracy is stronger when more voices are heard, and when our representatives aren’t selecting their own voters.
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	untitled22: Texas isn’t a red state or a blue state; it’s a non-voting state. The first step to increasing voter turnout is to register every eligible voter, so they can vote in the upcoming election. I co-founded Register2Vote.org in 2018 specifically to address the low voter turnout in Texas, and since that time our systems have successfully helped to register thousands of voters right here District 17. One important statistic that we’ve identified through our work, is that voters are 100% more likely to turn out for an election when they’ve recently updated their registration or registered for the first time. Subsequently, our goal is to help facilitate the registration of as many eligible voters as possible before the October 5th voter registration deadline.Voter turnout this election will also rely heavily on timely communications about early voting hours and locations. As a result of Covid-19 our campaign will be encouraging voters to cast their ballots during the early voting periods, or by mail (if eligible).
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